
 

Minutes 

Meeting of the Executive Committee 

February 9, 2005 

Centralina’s Conference Center 

Charlotte, NC  

 

Officers Present      Centralina Staff 

Dumont Clarke, Chairman      Al Sharp 
Bob Austell, Secretary       Hilda Keeney 
Denise Whitley, Treasurer     Tonya Frye 

Gayla Woody 
Delegates Present      Venecia Rock 
Jarvis Woodburn 
Steve Garris        Others Present  
Coy Privette        Bill McNair 
Jack Roden 
Ken Robertson 
Amanda Weiser 
Carroll Heavner        
Brian Sisson 
Roy Patterson        
Hughie Sexton        
 
1. Approval of Executive Committee Minutes of the October 13, 2004 Meeting 

 
Coy Privette moved to approve the Executive Committee minutes of the October 13, 2004 meeting as 
mailed. Seconded by Roy Patterson. Approved. 
 

2. Report of Service Agreements 

 
The agenda contained a list of agreements entered into with member governments since December 30, 
2004. Under these agreements, staff will provide contract assistance to the member government. This 
was information only. No action was required. 

 

3. Older Adult Resource Guide 

 

Gayla Woody presented copies and discussed the Older Adult Resource Guide. Ten thousand (10,000) 
copies have been released to the Aging providers in the nine counties to be distributed to older adults 
and caregivers at no cost. The Area Agency on Aging was able to develop an effective partnership with 
the publisher. 

 

4. FY 2003-04 Audit Contract Amendment 
 
Due to the delay in completing the audit, the Local Government Commission (LGC) requires an 
amendment to the contract by December 1 with Dixon Hughes PLLC. The amendment is basically the 
same as the original other than stamping it amended, changing the delivery date, and giving an 
explanation.  
 
Hughie Sexton moved to amend the audit contract for FY 2003-04 with Dixon Hughes PLLC. Seconded 
by Coy Privette. Approved. 

 

5. Delivery of the Audit for the Fiscal Year ended June 30, 2004   
 
Pete Teague, Partner and Sheila Mulkey Senior Manager with the Council's audit firm Dixon Hughes 
PLLC of Salisbury presented a draft of the audited comprehensive annual financial statements and 
single audit report for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2004. 
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Chairman Clarke appointed an ad hoc audit review committee of Denise Whitley, Marie Moore and 
himself to review the findings and responses to the findings with staff and the auditors. 

 
6. Selection of Audit Firm  

 
Centralina advertised and received a proposal from Dixon-Hughes to provide a tailor-made audit for 
Centralina using an engagement team with over 25 years of experience, 18 of those specifically with 
Centralina. The proposed fees are $42,000 for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2005 a $2,000 decrease in 
the current audit contract. 

 
Coy Privette moved to award the contract for four fiscal years beginning with fiscal year 2005. 
Seconded by Brian Sisson. Approved. 

 

7. Centralina Economic Development Commission 

 
Centralina led a nine-month process to develop a Regional Comprehensive Economic Development 
Strategy (CEDS) for our nine-county region. The process was governed by a steering committee 
composed of representatives from each county who were nominated by their County Commissions 
and/or City Councils. The intensive assessment process included meetings with the Regional CEDS 
committee, focus groups and interviews with key players in the private sector. The counties in the 
region and the City of Charlotte unanimously endorsed the report in November and December 2004. 
 
The Centralina Economic Development Commission (CEDC), the proposed economic development 
district (EDD) will be charged with implementing the recommendations from the strategy and working 
with the Economic Development Administration, part of the US Department of Commerce. The next 
step is to select the Commission members. The CEDC will meet at least four times a year and be 
comprised of 19 members – one from each county, one each from three municipalities (at least one from 
the City of Charlotte and seven private sector members. The Commission must be representative of the 
region demographically and must have at least 20% of membership from the private sector. 
 
A slate of nominees was submitted to the Executive Committee for their consideration. All 19 members 
are being appointed at the same time in order to assure that the Commission meets the requirements of 
the EDA for a designated Economic Development District.  

 

Hughie Sexton moved to appoint the first Centralina Economic Development Commission from the list 
of recommended nominatees by the nine counties, the cities of Charlotte, Gastonia and Concord, 
community organizations, and the Regional CEDS Advisory Committee (see attached list). Seconded by 
Coy Privette. 

 
Coy Privette further moved to permit staff to work with the Commission members on staggering the 
terms of office. Seconded by Brian Sisson. Approved. 

 

8. Legislative Sponsor(s) for Amendment of NC GS 160A-475 
 
The Joint Regional Forum (JRF) is seeking legislation to amend NC GS 160A-475 to authorize regional 
councils to acquire and own real property for the limited purposes of meeting office space needs and 
program responsibilities. Last year, Centralina and Lumber River COG requested this be included in the 
legislative packet of the JRF. The JRF has successfully undertaken to have both the NC Association of 
County Commissioners and the NC League of Municipalities endorse this proposal and include it in 
their legislative agenda. 
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Chairman Clark requested legal counsel to draft a change and refer to the Legislative Committee and fax 
the draft to the Executive Committee. Suggest legislative sponsors were Fletcher Hartsell, David Hoyle, 
Dan Clodfelter and Becky Carney to spearhead the amendment to the legislation. Approved. 

 
9. Report from the Officers Planning Session 

 
The officers and committee chairs had met on February 2 to develop goals and objectives for 2005. The 
supplementary report was not available in time for the meeting.  

 

10. Comments from the Executive Director  

 
Mr. Sharp reported on the Regional Orthophoto Project and stated that the State had directly funded 
Anson, Cleveland and Rutherfordton Counties to provide them with orthophotography services with a 
USGS grant. Therefore, these three counties will not be participating in the joint project with Centralina. 
The flights are scheduled to begin within the next month to photograph the remaining nine participating 
counties. 

  

 Amendment to the Agenda 
 

Centralina has $10,934.59 listed in accounts receivable balance generated prior to December 31, 2002. 
Management has deemed these receivables as uncollectible and would like to write-off the receivables.   
 

Centralina Council of Governments 

Detail of Collectible Receivables 

As Of December 31, 2002 

Date Customer Amount 

 TDP: Union 230.55 

 TPD: Iredell/Cabarrus 1,889.00 

 Centralina EMS 1,802.29 

 Catawba River Corridor 1,106.75 

Jun-98 Gaston Co. Human Res. Dir. 983.50 

Jun-98 Meck Co. Medic Sup. Prsnnl 262.50 

Sep-98 GAS-LIN Medic Clin. Spec 385.00 

Dec-99 Meck Co. Medic Clin. Spec 1,378.25 

Apr-00 Meck Co. Medic Clin. Spec 844.50 

Jun-00 Cornelius Annx-Penisula 99.00 

Jul-00 Concord MPO 228.25 

Nov-01 Badin Min. Housing Code 736.00 

Dec-01 Badin Min. Housing Code 529.00 

Jan-02 Badin Min. Housing Code 230.00 

Feb-02 Badin Min. Housing Code 230.00 

  10,934.59 

 

Coy Privette moved to write-off the $10,934.59 in uncollectible receivables from billings prior to 
December 31, 2002. Seconded by Brian Sisson. Approved. 
 

11. Adjournment 
 

 Being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:45 PM. 
 
 
______________________________________ 
Secretary 



 

       
       

       

Centralina Economic Development Commission 
Approved 02/09/2005 

Equity Partners Public Sector Nominees  Private Sector Nominees Members from the Regional 

         CEDS Committee 

Mecklenburg County 
Jim Puckett, County 
Commissioner    

Howard Counts, Private 
Business 

         
Dan Ramirez, Private 
Business 

         
Lee Kindberg, Char-Meck 
School Board 

City of Charlotte 
Patrick Cannon, Mayor 
Protem  Michael Trotter, Duke Power Randy Broome, Duke Power 

         
Astrid Chirinos, Private 
Business 

         
Charlene Price-Patterson, 
Private Business 

Anson County   
Kevin Gullette, Economic 
Development    

Jarvis Woodburn, Commission 
Chairman 

Cabarrus County 
Jonathan Marshall, 
Commerce Director       

Concord   
Jim Greene, Assistant City 
Manager  Marcus Smith, Wachovia Bank   

Stanly County   
Robert Van Geons, 
Economic Development      

Iredell County   
Sara Tice, County 
Commission Chairman      

Lincoln County 
Tom Anderson, County 
Commission Chairman  Pete Acker, Health Care   

Rowan County   
Steve Blount, County 
Commissioner    

Eldrige Williams, Education 
Coordinator, Livingston College 

Union County   
Richard Stone, County 
Commission Chairman  Osco Gardin, Jr., Civic Leader   

Gaston County 
Joe Carpenter, County 
Commissioner  

Bob Morgan, Chamber of 
Commerce   

Gastonia   
Edward Munn, City 
Manager      

      

19 Appointments Needed     

Private Sector 7     

Public Sector 12     

Alternates 5     

 

 


