
    

 

Minutes 

Centralina Council of Governments 

Westin Hotel 

Charlotte, NC  

Wednesday, July 9, 2003 

 

Jurisdiction   Represented By  Jurisdictions Not Represented 
Anson County   Blake Hildreth, Jr.  Albemarle 
Badin    Deloris Chambers  Cherryville 
Belmont   Irl Dixon   Cleveland 
Bessemer City   Kay McCathen   Cramerton 
Cabarrus County  Coy Privette   Dallas 
Charlotte   Joe White   Fairview 
China Grove   Roy Patterson   Faith 
Concord   Allen T. Small   Granite Quarry 
Cornelius   Michael Burkhard  Harmony 
Davidson   David Martin   Hemby Bridge 
East Spencer   Deloris High   High Shoals 
Gaston County   Tom Keigher   Huntersville 
Gastonia   Bill Powers   Kannapolis 
Harrisburg   Mike Brown   Lake Park 
Indian Trail   Lane Vickery   Landis 
Iredell County   Doug Madison   Lowell 
Lincoln County   Thomas R. Anderson  Matthews 
Lincolnton   Carroll Heavner   McAdenville 
Locust    Harry Fletcher   Midland 
Marshville   Denise Whitley   Mint Hill 
Marvin    Gordon Suhre   Monroe 
Mecklenburg County  Dumont Clarke   Mooresville 
Mineral Springs   William Blythe, Jr.  Morven 
Mount Holly   Phyllis Harris   Mount Pleasant 
New London   William Peak   Norwood 
Rockwell   Beauford Taylor  Oakboro 
Rowan County   Leda Belk   Pineville 
Spencer    Alicia Bean   Ranlo 
Stallings   Jill Reed   Richfield 
Stanley    Claude Lutz   Salisbury 
Stanly County   Sherrill Smith   Spencer Mountain 
Troutman   Betty Jean Troutman  Stanfield 
Union County   Hughie Sexton   Statesville 
Weddington   Melvin Threatt   Unionville 
        Wesley Chapel 
        Wingate 
 
 
1. Call to Order (Verification of quorum) 

 
Chair White called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. He recognized the City of Charlotte and 
Mecklenburg County for hosting the meeting. 
 
Moses Luski verified a quorum was present.  
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2. Approval of Minutes of the March 12, 2003 Meeting 

 
Coy Privette made a motion to approve the March 12, 2003 minutes. Mike Brown seconded the 
motion. Passed.  

 

3. Amendments to the Agenda 

  

Item requesting permission to apply for a Clean Bus Grant for participating SEQL counties was 
added to the agenda. 

 
4. Centralina Area Law Enforcement Regional Mutual Aid Agreement 

 
Police Chief Darrell Stephens, Charlotte-Mecklenburg Police Department discussed the process 
area law enforcement agencies have undertaken to develop and maintain a regional mutual aid 
agreement. The agreement allows the region’s law enforcement agencies to provide resources to 
each other in the event of emergencies or joint operations. Currently, 25 law enforcement 
agencies are party to this agreement. 

 

5. 25-Years of Service to Senior Citizens 

 
Karen Gottovi, Director of the North Carolina Division of Aging presented 25-year certificates of 
service to agencies serving older adults and their families in the region. A list of recognized 
organizations includes: 
 
Anson County Council on Aging  
Cabarrus Department of Social Services  
Coltrane L.I.F.E.  Adult Day Care  
Gaston County Parks and Recreation  
Gaston County Department of Social Services 
Iredell Council on Aging  
Lincoln Department of Social Services  
Mecklenburg County Department of Social Services  
Union Department of Social Services  
Council on Aging of Union County  
Union Nutrition and Transportation Department  
Ellen Fitzgerald Senior Center  
 

6. Baby Boomers and Senior Friendly Communities 

 

Dennis Streets, Section Chief of Planning, Budget and Systems Supports, North Carolina 
Division of Aging, discussed the changes in North Carolina demographics; explained what senior 
friendly communities are; and how the impact of baby boomers influences our communities. 

 

7. Report of Service Agreements 

 
The agenda contained list of agreements entered into with member governments. Under these 
agreements, staff will provide contract assistance to the member government. No action was 
required.  
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Member Government         Cost 
 Bessemer City Annexation Technical Assistance $ 5,750* 
 High Shoals CDBG Grant $ 13,000 
 Lincolnton Police Chief Recruitment  5,700* 
 Marshville Land Use Plan  2,011* 
 Mineral Springs Planning Technical Assistance  12,000* 
 Monroe Solid Waste Plan Update  4,905* 
 Weddington Ongoing Planning Assistance  84,325* 

 Estimated Total $ 115,691 

 

8. Regional Air Quality Policy 
 

Staff presented a draft of a proposed regional air quality policy developed in collaboration with 
state and regional experts for Board consideration (see attached). The policy articulates the 
directions that local governments and COG leadership have been advocating since the summer of 
2002. The motion to adopt was from Regional Initiatives Committee. Passed. 
 

9. Other Business 
 

The US Environment Protection Agency (EPA) announced a new grant opportunity, the Clean 
School Bus Grant, to provided grant monies to local entities to retro-fit school buses with diesel 
oxidation catalysts to decrease emissions of particulate matter and gases.  The goal is to 
regionally improve the level of ozone as well as immediately improving the local air quality for 
children during trips on the bus and in schoolyard environments.  
 
Clean School Bus is a nationwide competition for grant proposals due on August 1,2003.   A total 
grant amount of $5,000,000 is available to local schools districts as well as other local and 
regional entities. EPA plans to award approximately 20 grants nationwide Centralina COG 
proposes working with selected counties through the SEQL program to submit a regional project. 
 

 Hughie Sexton made a motion to authorize staff to submit a regional application to EPA for the 
Clean School Bus program for the purpose of retro-fitting school buses in participating SEQL 
counties.  The grant application will not exceed $300,000. Blake Hildreth seconded the motion. 
Passed. 
 

10. Comments from the Executive Director 
 

Mr. Sharp informed the Board that he, Chairman White and a citizen from the community would 
be presenters at the EPA Community Involvement Conference and Training in Philadelphia later 
in July. 

 
11. Adjournment 

 
Being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m.  
 
 
 

_________________________________________ 

Secretary  



    

 

 
 

RESOLUTION 

 

ADOPTING A 

 

REGIONAL CLEAN AIR POLICY AND IMPLEMENTATION PROCEDURES 
 

WHEREAS The National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) were established to be 
protective of human health and environment; and 
 
WHEREAS much of the Centralina Region has had difficulties meeting the NAAQS for ozone, 
with parts of the region being designated non-attainment (violating the NAAQS) for ozone from 
1978 to the present, and anticipating expansion of that area as the eight-hour NAAQS standard is 
adopted; and  
 
WHEREAS parts of the region have violated the one hour ozone standard, and the trend for 
unhealthful ozone levels has been on the rise since 1994 for both the one hour and eight hour 
ozone standard; and 
 
WHEREAS unhealthful levels of ozone occur during the warmer months from May 1st to 
September 30th and tend to be episodic, lasting from 1-3 days; and 
 
WHEREAS failure to attain the ozone standard will have detrimental affects on the region such 
as unhealthful air for the public, increased health care costs, difficulty in achieving “conformity” 
adversely affecting transportation projects, difficulty in attracting industry and citizens to the 
region, flight of industry and citizens to a cleaner environment, heavier and more costly 
regulation of small business and individuals; and 
 
WHEREAS the federal and state governments have adopted and implemented rules to reduce 
ozone levels and computer modeling has shown reduction in nitrogen oxide (NOx) and volatile 
organic compounds (VOCs) emissions from mobile, area and stationary sources to be an 
essential component to achieving healthful levels of ozone; and 
 
WHEREAS the federal and state governments have also adopted other air quality standards for 
additional emissions produced by sources in this region such as sulfur dioxide, particulate matter 
and air toxics; and 
 
WHEREAS the Centralina Council of Governments Board of Delegates considers the 
development of regional and local measures as an integral part of a federal, state and local 
ambient air quality attainment strategy; and 
 



    

 

 
WHEREAS the Centralina Council of Governments has received a major grant from the US 
EPA to implement integrated regional environmental planning throughout the region in 
cooperation with the Catawba Regional Council of Governments in South Carolina, one of the 
aims of which is promoting the voluntary action by local governments to undertake measures to 
improve air quality; and 
 
WHEREAS the Centralina Council of Governments Board of Delegates fully supports leading 
by example in this initiative;  

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Centralina Council of Governments hereby 
adopts the following “Clean Air Policy” for the Centralina Region:  
 

Centralina Council of Governments wishes to achieve and maintain clean healthful 

air as determined by national, state and local ambient air quality standards for the 

well being of its citizens and the economic vitality of this region and shall act 

proactively at the regional level to achieve this goal. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Centralina Board of Delegates direct staff to: (i) 
identify and prioritize specific actions, including operational and procedural measures, to be 
taken internally at the Centralina staff level to improve air quality; (ii) work with Centralina 
committees, boards, and contractors to identify means of improving air quality through 
operational and procedural measures, and (iii) continue to work with member jurisdictions to 
actively promote and report actions taken at the local level to improve air quality. 
 
ADOPTED the ninth day of July, 2003.  
 
 
 
       
Joe White, City of Charlotte 
Chairman 
 
 
___________________________________ 
Leda Belk, Rowan County 
Vice-Chairman 
        

 


